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formerly with Crystal River V/C 1219. The Hospitality
Room did a booming business and Post 221 served some
great Muddy Blary=s on Saturday morning. Jim Knese
cooked the chicken and 16oz pork steaks after the Wreck
with lots of friendly advice from the Sidewalk
Superintendents observing. These chunks of meat were so
big that virtually all went home with AGo Boxes@ of leftovers
from their meals. Absolutely delicious.

On Thursday, March 2, Joe and I went to Winter Haven
to conduct our Memorial Service for Voiture 218's Chef de
Gare John Paye. Grand Chef de Gare Passe Chuck Giffin
met us at the Funeral Home and we incorporated our service
with others by the VFW, Boy Scouts, American Legion and
John=s Parachute Regiment Association. There was standing
room only in the Chapel as we celebrated John=s life and
devotion to La Societe and his community, state and nation.
It was one of the most moving Memorial Services I had ever
attended. La Grande du Florida, Voiture 218 and Post 8
have lost a true Comrade. Please keep the Paye family in
your prayers.

On Friday, March 3, we commenced the Grand Wreck
and Homecoming at Voiture 215 in Jacksonville Beach.
Friday=s Kangaroo Kort was conducted by Judge Tommy
Thomas, Prostitutin= Attorney Joe Nolan and Deepends
Attorney Dennis McDowell. The PG=s were given fair trials
and found guilty of course. Numerous fines for violations of
the Judges sensibilities were levied and we all had a great
time. On Saturday, Voiture 304's Grand Color Guard
performed superbly and Voiture 215's Grand Ritual Team
did its usual great job of conducting the Wreck and we
welcomed 4 new Voyageurs Militaire into 215 and 304.
That evening we all had a great dinner of Bob Richard=s slow
roasted Prime Rib with all the trimmings and I got slowly
roasted by Master of Ceremonies Joe Nolan. The Hawaiian
Theme brought out a number of Voyageurs and Dames in
Aglow in the dark@ colors that really brightened up the hall.
Thanks to all who attended - you made it a wonderful
occasion. Particular thanks to the Dames of Cabane 215 and
the Voyageurs, without whose help the Homecoming would
not have been possible. BEAUCOUP MERCI=S!

Membership is advancing SLOOOOOOOOWLY.
We=re almost 100 behind where we were last year.
Congratulations to 1606 which has made 100% and brought
Region 1B to 100%. Keep plugging your renewals in.

The 2006 Petite Communique is up on Nationale=s
Web Site and can be downloaded in PDF format. Hard to
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From the Grand Chef

Grand Correspondant Joe, Grand Chef de Gare Passe
Bob Richards and I traveled to Niceville for the Region 1
Emerald Coast Wreck hosted by Voiture 1490 on 23
February. We were joined by the rest of the Voiture 215
Ritual Team and conducted their first Regional Wreck on
Saturday, welcoming in new Voyageurs Glenn C Rhyne,
Frank Jimison, Neal Bishop, Fletcher Williams, Timothy K
Johnson, J Ken Brown, and Jeff Heffron representing
Voitures 1490, 1571 and 1606. Visitors included Sous Chef
de Chemin de Fer Passe Bud and Aubrey Berlin from
Alabama and Chuck Di Domenico (Voiture 82) and Kathy
Spragg from Waterloo, Iowa. Chuck and Kathy were
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believe the year=s gone so fast that we=re now in the Reports
phase. Make sure you take credit for all the work you do by
sending in your Reports to the various Grand Directeurs. If
you don=t report it, you didn=t do it.
Next up is Voiture 290's Shamrock Wreck in West Palm
Beach. With it starting on St Paddy=s Day, I=m looking to
have a real Irish celebration.

G. Pat Beamer
904-261-6416

gpatbeamer@bellsouth.net

Upcoming Events

April 6 – 9, 2006
Madame Presidente Nationale Berta’s
Homecoming
Lawton, Oklahoma

April 20-23, 2006
Southland’s Dixie Promenade
Owensboro, KY

April 28 and 29, 2006
C-790
Madame President Pat Jones Homecoming
See ad on page 6

June 16-18, 2006
Grand Promenade
Hilton Hotel
Ocala, FL
V-728 Host

Grand Correspondant
Please remember that all endorsements for Grand
office must be in writing, signed by the Correspondant
Locale and mailed to the Grand Correspondant 30 days
prior to the Grand Promenade. E-mail is OK if the
original document is scanned with signature.

RENEWALS AND DID I SAY RENEWALS. Letter
writing time has now passed, and I urge every Voiture
Locale to please telephone those that have not renewed.
Make one more try to get those on the old delinquent
list to renew. Look for some younger legionnaires to
fill in our thinning ranks.

See you at the Southland’s Dixie Promenade, in
Owensboro Kentucky, this year or somewhere.
See you at a wreck or somewhere

Joe Nolan
PO Box 51383, Jacksonville Beach, FL 32240-1383

904-223-8053; joenolan@healingfromwithin.net

Remember ALL activities
for this calendar must be
sent to Joe Nolan, Grand
Correspondant

Grand Chef de Train
We have increased our membership numbers into the 83%
category and as of this writing we are looking at 14 Voitures
at 100% or better. Congratulations to all of those Voitures
for their efforts. Unfortunately we still have 13 Voitures in
the double digit delinquent category, but I am confident that
this is simply a short term condition that will remedy it's self
by the time this Article hits the press.
We still haven't moved away from being in 36th place
nationwide. Minnesota, Wisconsin, Ohio, Indiana, Michigan,
New York, and Illinois, all with Membership equivalent or
exceeding ours, are ahead of us. Is that the difference
between northern frozen assets and our southern liquid
assets? Simply put, if it wasn't for the Voitures that have
exceeded their 100% quotas we wouldn't even be where we
are today. So, take the burden off of those Voitures and let's
pull our fair share for the good of all of our Voitures and our
Grand du Florida.
If you are having trouble renewing your membership, what
does that tell you about the Voyagers that you wrecked? Are
you including them and keeping them active in your
programs? It's not enough to Wreck them, take their
membership dues and offer them nothing in return. Do you
have active fund-raisers that will include them in the
activities? If not you need to re-evaluate their roll in your
Voiture and get them interested in your programs and the
programs of our Grand.

Ok, looking forward to seeing you all at the next Wreck or
function or something. Had a great time at Pat's
Homecoming. After Joe Nolan got through with him it was
the first time I saw him at a loss for words. Think Limericks
down the road, Joe.
Remember, A membership retained is a membership
regained.

Yours in membership,
God and Country and the La Societe

Don “Murph” Murphy
mur9897@msn.com

Endorsements 2006-2007
Cheminot Nationale Bill Barkett V-304
Alternate Cheminot Nationale G. Pat Beamer V-215
Grand Chef de Gare Don Murphy V-880
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Youth Sports

Nationale Youth Sports Pins for 2006 are now available. If
your Voiture does nothing else to support the Grand Youth
Sports Program other than purchase Youth Sports Pins then
you have at least supported this Program by that action!

Remember, the Nationale Youth Sports Motto is:
NO ATHLETE SHALL STAY AT HOME FROM LACK

OF FUNDS!
The Youth Sports Program was established in 1994. Through
this program, the 40/8 provides financial assistance in the
form of grants to individual athletes or teams who lack the
funds required to attend and participate in amateur sports
programs. This program encompasses all amateur sports
programs for all youths from 7 to 20 years of age.

My thanks to all for your continued support of the Grand du
FL Youth Sports Program. Please visit the Grand du FL
Youth Sports Web Page for further info on how your Voiture
can double your money, up to $100 spent on Youth Sports!
This program is limited to $100 for the 1st five Voitures to
take advantage of it.

In Service to La Societe

Bob Richards
2006 Directeur Youth Sports

Bucket12@comcast.net or (904) 463-6051

Special Awards
When I first started attending Grand functions, I was
surprised at the Old Directeurs, meaning ones that held their
positions awhile, and their angry, negative and disgruntled
comments. Now I completely understand and I’m NOT
EVEN ASKING FOR ANY MONIES.
The completed award packets were to be handed in by the
Grand Wreck in March. None were. That’s right. I received
NO INPUT. It’s difficult to run a program with no support.
As they say, ‘You get what you pay for.”
Chefs de Gare Locale, did you appoint a Special Awards
Chairman in your Voiture? If so, have you asked him why he
did nothing? If you did not, whom should I see for input
concerning your Voiture’s lack of participation?

John Walker
3990 Airlift Street
Cocoa, FL 32927

Ways & Means
Thank you to these Voitures, for supporting the Grand Ways
& Means raffle.
202 – Orlando 569 – Sumterville
215 – Jacksonville Beach 790 – Fort Myers
218 – Winter Haven 795 – Naples
294 – Daytona Beach 899 – Avon Park
304 – Jacksonville 954 – Cocoa
400 – Eustis 1388 – Newberry
541 – Clearwater

A few Voitures have sent less than the $100.00, which is the
amount of raffle tickets mailed to each. We realize that some
Voitures are much smaller than others. Please do NOT feel
guilty sending a lessor amount. We appreciate any monies
we can get. It all adds up.
Send checks to me, when available, so I can keep the Grand
Chef advised of our progress. Ticket stubs may also be
mailed to be, OR brought to the Grand Promenade in Ocala.

John Walker
Sous Directeur Ways & Means

3990 Airlift Street
Cocoa, FL 32927

TAPS
Region 6-A
V - 1598 David R. Gonzales

Region 13
V- 790 Henry D. Steele
V- 790 Bernard Coogan

Grand Garde de la Porte
It’s almost time for Grand Promenade in Ocala. As always it
will be great to meet and greet old Friends and New
Voyageurs. As your Grand Garde de la Porte, again I ask
everyone who plans on attending session, please have your
Membership cards out and ready before entering the room.
Every Voyageur knows this must be done, so be prepared.
We want to eliminate the bottleneck at the door so you can
be seated faster. Looking forward to see you in June.

Roland Jones

Grand Dir. Americanism
As I said in the last bulletin, please have your reports on my
desk by the 30th of May, so that I may consolidate them and
get the reports ready for Grand Promenade in June, as well
as Nationale Promenade.

Jack Stoakes
1104 Trenton Drive, Pensacola, FL 32505-4528

Jxnxsx2@aol.com
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VAVS
Mary and I just returned from the Grand Chef’s Wreck and

Homecoming at Jacksonville Beach. A great time was had by
all. Chef de Gare Jeff Durden, V-215 and Annie Anderson,
Madam President Cabane 215 did an outstanding job. Our
thanks to everyone involved.

We are wrecking 2 PG’s this Friday at the Shamrock
Wreck, V-290, then traveling to Ft. Myers late April to enjoy
La Grande Presidente Pat Jones celebrate her homecoming.
That looks to be a fun-filled event. Hope to see many of you
there.

A Senate vote is planned Tuesday night that could
determine whether the Bush administration will be able to raise
pharmacy co-payments for veterans and to charge enrollment
fees for care. The vote will come on S Con Res. 83, the
concurrent budget resolution that sets federal spending
priorities. As part of the 2007 federal budget, the Bush
administration proposes — for the fourth consecutive year —
to increase the current $7 payment charged for a 30-day supply
of prescription drugs and to charge a new $225 annual
enrollment fee for Priority 7 and Priority 8 veterans. These two
categories, the lowest in priority for treatment at Department of
Veterans Affairs facilities, are designated for veterans who do
not have service-connected disabilities and who have at least
modest incomes. In the House, bipartisan opposition has
surfaced to the administration plan. Both the Republican
chairman and Democrat ranking member of the House
Veterans’ Affairs Committee have announced they oppose
having the fee increases in the 2007 budget. In the Senate,
however, the plan has some support. The Senate Budget
Committee included the Bush proposal in the federal spending
plan it approved on March 9 by a partisan 11-10 vote. Sen.
Larry Craig, R-Idaho, the Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee
chairman, said he’s willing to accept the Bush administration
proposal. Sen. Conrad Burns, R-Montana, announced Monday
that he’ll proposal an amendment on Tuesday that will increase
VA spending by $823 million for 2007, an amount that would
make the enrollment fees and increase in pharmacy co-
payments unnecessary. “The current budget proposal provides
inadequate funding for veterans,” Burns said his amendment
“will eliminate the need to impose enrollment fees and
increased co-payments on our veterans.” The new fees, he
said, “would push nearly 1 million veterans out of the VA
heath care system. And I won’t stand for that.”

In a March 6 letter organized by Reps. John T. Salazar, D-
Colo., and Lane Evans, D-Ill., lawmakers ask for a minimum
of $630 million to be added to the supplemental for veterans
programs, including $250 million for mental health services,
$200 million for direct medical care, $110 million for
prosthetics, $15 million for vocational rehabilitation and $55
million to increase the number of people processing disability
claims. The request for extra money was sent to House
Speaker Dennis Hastert, R-Ill., who would influence the
outcome. The House Appropriations Committee plans to
amend the administration’s supplemental budget request on
Wednesday night. There is no money in the administration’s
request for the VA. Salazar is the newest member of the House
Veterans’ Affairs Committee, appointed only last month.

Evans is the veterans committee’s top ranking Democrat,
who has been pushing for big increases in the VA budget.
Your voice can be heard. Contact your representative or
senator and tell them what you want and expect from the
VA and our government.

Yours in Service

Bob Jones
Rbjones6@bellsouth.net

954-755-4498

POW/MIA
Sometimes people forget about our POW/MIA’s.

They don’t mean any harm, but out of sight – out of mind.
One of the things that we have to do is try and not let that
happen. We, by our actions, works and deeds will not let
them be forgotten. Buying and selling our pins and other
items not only is raising moneys, but also is keeping their
plight out in front. So that they are not out of sight - out of
mind.

But there are others to whom we help, others we care
about. Others that we not only have our scholarship fund
for, but others that POW/MIA could stand for “Prisoner of
Worry / Miserable in America”. They’re the ones whom
are the families of or the love ones of this great nations
POW/MIA’s. They are the ones we reach out to, the one
whose hands we hold and look into their tearful eyes and
tell them that their love ones will not be forgotten. For it is
them that live with the “worry” of “are they or aren’t
they”. All too many of them are crippled by the pain of
worry. Plain and simple, not knowing has made a many of
the loved ones here at home a lot more then just
“miserable”.

We say it before every meeting, “…to spare no effort
to secure the release of any American prisoners from
captivity, the repatriation of the remains...”. It is this that
we say and it is this that their families live and pray for
everyday. We go out into our towns and neighborhoods,
spreading the word and awareness about our POW/MIAs
and their plights. Letting not only the loved ones, but also
everyone else know that we still care and we are here to
help. Proving that we will spare no effort to get an answer
to their question, “where are they?”

Teamwork
is the ability to work together

Toward a common vision

Howard Hoover


