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he said he was too busy. He was holding 31
renewals. We had a very long talk. Does anyone
out there think they need to talk to their Officers
about membership? I think now rather than later.
See if any of your long-term members need help of
some sort. Sometimes we need to reach out and
help others even though they don't ask for help.
Health problems are one reason for non-renewals.
If we know of someone distressed, maybe we can
help out by renewing their membership for them
until they can get on their feet again. Relieving
a Voyageur in distress is part of our obligation.
Let's live up to it. Go that extra mile for a
comrade.
The Emerald Coast Regional Wreck was a huge
success and I want to thank all of the Voyageurs
and Dames that showed Patty and myself their
gracious hospitality. Regional Wrecks are
working, folks, and I am looking forward to
attending the Space Coast Regional when it is up
and running.
Southland Dixie is getting a lot of attention now
and it looks to be well attended. Patty and I hope
to see everyone there. It should be a fun time.
Keep Faye in your prayers please. We need her up
and running soon.

For God and Country and La Societe

Don “Murph” Murphy
941-351-1665; 941-685-8706 cell

mur9897@msn.com
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From the Grand Chef

Voyageurs, Chef de Gares, Chef de Trains,
Correspondants, Commissaire Intendants
NOW is the time to put out that extra effort and
get those renewals rolling in. June is fast
approaching and the new membership cards are
right around the corner. When your renewals come
in, don't sit on them. Get those checks made out
and on their way. This one hit me between the
eyes the other day when at our last Promenade
Locale, I asked our Commissaire Intendant why he
hadn't sent membership in for the last month and

Grand Chef de Gare
Don “Murph” Murphy
941-351-1665
941-685-8706 cell
mur9897@msn.com

Grand Correspondant
Joe Nolan

joenolan@healingfromwithin.net
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Upcoming Events
April 13 and 14, 2007

Eleanor Harris, Madame Presidente Nationale
Homecoming
Springfield, Illinois

April 19 thru 22, 2007
Southland’s Dixie Promenade
Hilton Hotel, Ocala, Florida

May 4-5, 2007
Grand Wreck
Grand Chef Don and Madame La Presidente Faye’s
Joint Homecoming
V-880 (Post 24) Bradenton

May 11-12, 2007
Space Coast Wreck Association Wreck
Post 22, Cocoa, FL

June 8 to 10, 2007
Grand Promenade
Hilton Hotel, Ocala Florida
V-728 Host

September 5 to 8, 2007
88th Promenade Nationale
Overland Park, Kansas

GRAND CORRESPONDANT
We will have three opportunities to increase our new
members in these next two months. The Southland’s Dixie
Promenade will have a white collar wreck, the Grand Chef’s
Wreck at Chef Don Murphy’s homecoming and The Space
Coast Regional Wreck Association will have their first
wreck May 11 & 12. So let’s get to work and invite that
worthy Legionnaire into La Societe. Remember also our
Chef’s motto this year “a member retained is a member
regained”. It’s time to telephone those delinquent members
and bring them back to active membership. Along those
lines you may plan a social event and invite the delinquent
members and put the arm on them when they show. Help
them to remember what good times and fun times we have
had and they are missing.

Remember your miles and hours for year end reports!
See you at a wreck or somewhere

Joe Nolan
PO Box 51383, Jacksonville Beach, FL 32240-1383

joenolan@healingfromwithin.net

TAPS
Region 1B V-1606 John H. White

Region 6A V-400 Maurice Abell

Remember ALL activities
for this calendar must be
sent to Joe Nolan, Grand
Correspondant

Grand Directeur Ritual
We are rapidly approaching that time of year when

reports become due to Grand and Nationale. Once again, I
am asking for a Ritual report from each Voiture (45) in the
Grand du Florida. The reporting period is form 1 June 2006
thru 30 May 2007. Chefs you can WAG the last two weeks
in May ’07. I want the report in my hand by 15 may. As I
mentioned previously, I will advise Nationale of each
Voiture who fails to provide me a report. I am imploring
every Voyageur du Florida who reads this, to remind their
Chef de Gare locale, that reports are due to each Grand
Directeur. The appropriate form for each report will come
out in the Petite Communique which will be sent out by
Nationale to every Correspondant.

The new (and improved) Ritual and Manual of
Ceremonies is now available from Nationale emblem sales.
The small copy is $3.00 each, the large copy is $7.00 each,
plus shipping for each.

Gary Navarro
9759 Fowler Avenue, Pensacola, Fl 32534-1007

Home (850) 479-1215; Cell (850) 712-1699

SPECIAL AWARDS
Here is an excerpt from a letter I recently sent to the
Grands assigned to me as Sous Directeur Nationale Special
Awards Hero. It says the same thing I want to say to you.
"Special Awards has been mighty slow in my neck of the
woods, but since we are getting closer to crunch time, I am
hoping that will change. The fact is that it only takes a
minimal amount of common sense to realize there is
SOMEONE in your entire state that is deserving of our Hero
of the Year award. Some Voyageur Militaire in your
ENTIRE Grand has worked on a worthwhile program which
has benefited the 40/8. There is at least ONE Law
enforcement officer who has made his or her Mother proud.
At least ONE city in your entire state has done something to
honor Veterans. Our job is to see that the deserving ‘pats on
the back’ get to where they belong."

This is the last Bulletin before applications need to be
turned in to me at Southland Dixie. I hope some of
you are reading this.

Johnny Walker
walkerredorblack@cfl.rr.com; 321-632-4573
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Grand Directeur VAVS
Welcome New VAVS Representative. I am happy

to announce that Voyageur Christopher Orth will be the 40
& 8 Representative to the West Palm Beach VA Hospital.
Welcome aboard Christopher. Representatives are needed
for the Gainesville Clinic, the Tallahassee VA Outpatient
Clinic, and the Baldomero Lopez Memorial State Veterans’
Nursing Home, Land O’Lakes, FL. If you can help, give me
a call or e-mail. We really need your support of this most
worthwhile activity.

The South Florida National Cemetery is set to
open April 16th, 2007. Only two years of delays, but twelve
interments are scheduled for that day. More construction is
scheduled and will continue for at least five more years, but
when finished, the cemetery will cover 313 acres and have
room for 115,000 veterans. For more information on this
new cemetery, call 561-649-6489.
The VA is purchasing land near Jacksonville and Sarasota
for two additional burial grounds to add to the five now in
Florida, including the South Florida National Cemetery.
Veteran’s burial benefits include a grave site, flag,
headstone, and opening and closing of the grave. For
general information go to www.cem.va.gov or call 800-827-
1000.

Social Security Credits for Military Service from
1940 onward: If you served in the military from 1940
through 1956, including attendance at a service academy,
Social Security may credit you with $160 a month in
earnings for military service from September 16, 1940,
through December 31, 1956, if (1) you were honorably
discharged after 90 or more days of service, or you were
released because of a disability or injury received in the line
of duty; or (2) you are applying for survivors benefits based
on a veteran's work and the veteran died while on active
duty. When you apply for Social Security benefits, you will
be asked for your DD Form 214 or information about your
reserve or National Guard service. For more information,
visit the Military Service and Social Security website.

Vets Face More Health Care Cuts
The Bush administration's budget assumes cuts to funding
for veterans' health care two years from now - even as badly
wounded troops returning from Iraq could overwhelm the
system. The recent headline news about poor treat- ment of
wounded military at Walter Reed and other military and VA
facilities may have a positive effect on reversing these cuts.
"Either the administration is willingly proposing massive
cuts in VA health care," said Rep. Chet Edwards of Texas,
chairman of the panel overseeing the VA's budget. "Or its
promise of a balanced budget by 2012 is based on
completely unrealistic assumptions." Contact your Senator
and Representative and let them know that you need their
active support against cuts plus significant improvement in
medical treatment and handling of active duty service
personnel and our needy veterans.

Hope to see you at Southland Dixie. Yours in service,

Bob Jones
(954) 755-4498 rbjones6@bellsouth.net

Hello from Southland Dixie
The Dixie will be held in Ocala April 18 – 22, 2007
at the Hilton Hotel.

See what’s been planned so far:
Wednesday, April 18 –
Very Early Bird Party

Thursday, April 19 –
Day trip to Silver Springs, including lunch
$35.00 plus minimal cost of transportation TBD

Late reservations accepted – contact Nancy Fox
Early Bird Party in the evening

Friday, April 20 –
Daytime activities are being planned
Golf Tournament
Meet and Greet Dignitaries
Dinner at the VFW Post

Saturday, April 21 –
Southland Dixie White Collar Wreck
Southland Dixie Business Meeting
Cooking Show at lunchtime -$15.00 per person

Late reservations accepted – contact Nancy Fox
Meet and Greet Dignitaries
Banquet and Show by The Reflections

The Southland Dixie Hospitality Room and the Hilton
Breakfast are included with each room. Be sure to wear your
2007 Southland Dixie name badge for entrance to these
activities. The trip to Silver Springs and the Saturday
Cooking Show lunch can be paid for when you register at
Southland Dixie, but PLEASE RSVP so we know how
many are coming.

Hal Fox,
Southland Dixie Corp President

WAYS & MEANS
Did you know I have some tickets for sale? Of course
you did. Not many of you have requested that I send
you any though. I will have them at Southland Dixie.
These are the Voitures that have purchased a ticket so
far: 202, 215, 218, 290, 294, 790, 880, 899, 954, 1219,
and 1490. That is 11 out of 42. We should be able
to do a little better than that, I would think. I also want
to mention that Cabane 1219 and two American Legion
Posts bought a ticket: Post #s 221 & 316. Thank you
all.

Johnny Walker
walkerredorblack@cfl.rr.com; 321-632-4573


