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From the Grand Chef

“A MEMBERSHIP
RETAINED IS A
MEMBERSHIP

REGAINED®

First off, | would like to congratulate our own Pat
Beamer as the new Nationale Directeur Membership. Along
with our new Chef de Chemin de Fer Terry Simsand his
motto of "Building for the Future”, we will have much going
for us this year in membership support.

With the word "male" being removed from our
membership requirement, | have already had inquiriesinto
the procedure for admitting femalesinto our membership. |
needn't remind you that the requirements for membership
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have not been changed. It is still the Honor Society of the
American Legion and only those members who have proven
to you that they are worthy of membership in our

Societe and are willing to further the creed and principals of
our organization, male or female, should be considered. The
only guidelines | can lay down for initiation into our Societe
isjust good common sense. Ask yourselvesif your lady
companion would approve, then act accordingly.

Our annual Seminar was held in Winter Haven at post 8
and hosted by Voiture 218. Although not as well attended as
some, the Voyageurs and Dames al had a great time. The
food was delicious and plenty of it. Our thanksto all of the
Voyageurs from V -218 for their hospitality, and no, | can't
shoot horseshoes worth a damn, so there.

Looks like we will be busy gearing up for the Holidays,
so if | don't have a chance personally to wish all of you a
Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah and a very happy New
Year, hereitisinwriting. God Bless you all, the long and
the short and the tall.

Don “Murph” Murphy
941-351-1665
941-685-8706 cell
mur9897@msn.com

Grand Chef de Train

A “Big Merci” to Voitures 1219, 954, 899, 880, 790,
241, 218, 215, 202 and 199 for attending the Cheminot Nov
3, 2006 in Winter Haven. It was a great turnout, with 45
Voyageurs Militaire present. We learned alot, and the give
and take of information was outstanding.

Now, on to Membership, to those V oiture that are 100%
in membership, job well done, keep up the good work! As of
thistime we are at 60.51% toward our goal of 100% . We
gtill have time to get those renewals in. Chef de Gares and
Membership Chairmen, you need to tell your Voyageurs who
have not renewed, that they should be proud to be a
Voyageur. Show that Pride by renewing their membership.
Membership is everyone's responsibility.

For God and Country

Roland Jones
(239) 461-5458
RIPJview@aol.com
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Upcoming Events

January 12 to 14, 2007
Petite Promenade
Ramada Inn, Ocala Florida
V-1219 Host

Eebruary 16-17, 2007
Emerald Coast Wreck Association
Panama City, Florida
V-1606 Host

Remember ALL activities
for this calendar must be
sent to Joe Nolan, Grand
Correspondant

April 19 thru 22, 2007
Southland’ s Dixie Promenade

Hilton Hotel, Ocala, Florida

June 8 to 10, 2007
Grand Promenade
Hilton Hotel, Ocala Florida
V-728 Host

Grand Directeur Boxcar

| have just returned from the Veterans Day services at
the Boxcar in Holly Hill where Don Wittenberg and |
attended as guests of V294. It was quite an impressive event
and was held in front of the Merci Boxcar. In addition to the
ceremony, | had the opportunity to meet a couple of the
people who hade been instrumental in our restoration work.
John Coppolo and George Guglielmo were a wealth of
information on what has been done and what should be done
to complete work onthe car. Seemslike al that is needed is
to have the shields repainted and mounted.

We are looking for someone or some group (school,
Club or whatever) to do the job of repainting these shields.
Any ideas please shoot them to me. The car has just been
painted and is a beautiful thing to behold. It is setting on the
side of a hundred acres of the greenest grass | have seenin
Florida. Thereisa stone monument in front of the car that,
without naming services or people, does honor to all
veterans.

If you or your Voiture would like to have your name or
number on the memorial for fifty dollars (Cost of repainting
the shield) we will do so. The Boxcar Assn. will have atable
at the Petite Prom so that anyone who has not picked up their
2007 pins and cards may do so. We will also accept
payments for pins already delivered. Tickets for the drawing
for the muzzle-loading pistol will be on sale and the drawing
will take place at the dinner Saturday night. Y ou do not have
to be there to win so get some tickets and support the cause.
We will be starting a new drawing for a couple of beautiful
articles that Don Wittenberg has acquired. | will be having a
change of address hopefully before the next letter comes
out.

Same park, new street.

Woodie Jackson
2908 Louis Street, Sebring, FL 33872
wgjackson@htn.net
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Grand Correspondant
So God took it easy on us thisyear NO HURRICANES!

The Grand Picnic and Seminar isover. Winter Haven
V-218 and Post 8 outdid themselves. The food by Voyageur
Mike was outstanding. A big Merci.

The Seminar was attended by 17 of the Choir. NEED | SAY
MORE.

We now have agreat and previously untapped source of
qualified Legionnaires to add to our ranks, namely those
female Legion members who will make great VVoyageurs
Militaire. So get busy!

V-215 makes Florida History. Dame Sarah Richards, a
37 year member of American Legion Post 129, Jacksonville
Beach, Floridaand a WWII veteran, and widow of Robert R.
Richards Sr., Publiciste and Photography Nationale isthe
first female legionnaire to be a Voyageur Militairein
Florida. The formal wreck took place at V-215 regular
Promenade on November 9, 2006. The V-215 and Grand
Ritual Team performed the formal wreck. Wrecking Chef
W. R. “Tommy” Thomas, Sous Chef de Chemin de Fer 1982
and Grand Chef de Gare 1980, Aumonier and obligating
officer for the first degree Joe Nolan, Aumonier Nationale
2007, Obligating Officer second degree W. R. “Tommy”
Thomas, Obligating officer for the third degree Robert R.
Richards, Jr. Grand Chef de Gare 2003. Bill Pelland was the
Chef de Train, Conducteur was D. R. Richards, Sous
Directeur Public Relations Nationale 2007. Grand du
FloridaMedicin Dr. Eugene St. Marie, DO and G. Pat
Beamer, Directeur Nationale Membership and Grand Chef
de Gare 2006 were among the many V oyageurs Militaire of
V-215 present for this Historic Event. V-215 is now home to
Sarah Richards, Robert R. Richards, Jr., Bill Richards, and
D. R. Richards, and was the home of Robert R. Richards, Sr.

Let’'s get some more regional wrecks together so that
travel costs can be managed and more PG’ s brought into our
beloved La Societe. Find that worthy Legionnaire!

Let’stry to schedule our events so that they do not conflict
with Grand or Nationale functions, so that we can have the
greatest participation from the local, state and national
members.

Joe Nolan
PO Box 51383, Jacksonville Beach, FL 32240-1383

Now leave me ah'“e
until next year
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