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From the Grand Chef

“A MEMBERSHIP
RETAINED IS A
MEMBERSHIP

REGAINED®

The Petite Promenade du Florida had the distinct
pleasure of hosting the Chef de Chemin de Fer Nationale,
Terry Sims and his wife Smoke, for the weekend and he
couldn't say enough about the wonderful hospitality shown
to him and his party. He had one complaint that we heard of
but didn't adhere to, which was every time they turned
around we were trying to feed them. | said, "well, that's just
Southern Hospitality working at its best". He said in return,
"well, if that's the case, we will be seeing you in April for the
Southland Dixi€". Terry originates from Voiture 37 in Fort
Wayne Indiana, home of the Blackjack Loco. Patty and | are
also from Fort Wayne, so we had plenty to talk about during
the Prom.

Personally, we thought we had an excellent turnout for
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Midwinter. The reports were well read and accepted, and the
glitches were few and far between. | would like to thank the
Grand Color Guard for a performance well done. Their
efforts to insure we had a smooth running Promenade did not
go unnoticed. They know what I'm talking about, and it's that
extra effort that puts us over the top. Thanks, guys.

La Presidente Nationale, Eleanor Harris, introduced by Kelly
Bush, our La Grande Sous Presidente, addressed the
Voyageurs and was well received. We let you off easy
Dames! Y ou got away before we could fine you. Terry and
myself were not so lucky. Y ou had the basket under our
noses before | could even present the Chef Nationale. But it
was all in good fun and that is the name of the game for our
organizations.

| want to thank everyone who helped make this Prom
the success that it was. | don't have enough space to name
you all, but you know who you are, and a special HOORAH
to our host Voiture and Cabane 1219, Crystal River. John,
you know how to get things done and keep me from having a
nervous reaction to every crisis.

O.K. let’s get ready for the Emerald Coast Regional
Wreck in Panama City. See you all there soon. Don't forget
to say aprayer for our La Grande Presidente, Faye
Barkett, for a swift recovery from her illness. We need her
leadership to resume as soon as possible.
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