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From the Grand Chef
“LET’S ROLL IN
THE

MEMBERSHIP” ‘

The Petite Promenade held in Ocalawas a great
success. We had the pleasure to have as our guest
Past Chef de Chemin de Fer Nationale (1999)
Verne Eccleston and his lovely wife Judy. Vern
was very happy to be here in Florida because our
weather was so nice, and it wasn’t as nice back in
Michigan. We aso had the Sous Chef de Chemin
de Fer Dan Puckett from Georgia, and his lovely
wife Irene Puckett, La Presidente Nationale.
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Georgiawas well represented at Petite, with the
Grand Chef Gare Kent Molan and his wife, Jean,
La Grande Presidente de Georgia, in attendance.
Everyone kept remarking how great the hospitality
was. They all had agreat time. The Voyageurs and
Dames of 1219 Crystal River, did an outstanding
job putting on this event. A “Big Merci for ajob
“Well Done”. | can’t thank Y ou enough.

The resolution that Membership be open to all
American Legion Members and all Honorably
Discharged Veterans and all Military Personnel
currently serving our country was read on the
floor. We had debates on both sides about this
resolution -- the yay’s and the non’s. | would like
all of the Voituresto bring this resolution to their
membership and discuss the matter because it will
come up again on the floor at Grand in June at
Cocoa Beach. September it will be brought to the
floor at Nationale in Orlando Floridato be voted
on. Make sure you make reservations now to
attend Nationale.

Hope to see lots of you at the Emerald Coast
Regiona Wreck in Pensacola February 7-8 & 9",
K eep working on getting in those renewals for
membership. Before you know it, we will be 100%
in membership.

Don't forget TO ROLL IN THE MEMBERSHIP!

Yoursin Service,

Roland Jones
(239) 461-5458; RIPJview@aol.com
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Upcoming Events

February 8 —10, 2008
Emerald Coast Wreck
Voiture 1571 Host
Pensacola, Florida
At American Legion Post 340
Blue Angel Best Western on Detroit

March 14 — 15, 2008

Space Coast Wreck Association
Moreto follow

Remember ALL activities
for this calendar must be
sent to Joe Nolan, Grand
Correspondant
March 29, 2008

Re-dedication of Florida’'s Box Car

Holly Hill

More details and hotel info to follow

Chef de Chemin de Fer Bernie Sampson Homecoming
Albany, New Y ork
Moreinfo to follow

April 3-5, 2008
Madame La Presidente Nationale I rene Puckett

Homecoming
More info to follow

May 2 — 4, 2008
Grand Chef’s Homecoming
Voiture & Cabane 790 Hosts
Ambassador Hotel $79.00 plus tax
800-833-1620 or 239-337-0300
Mention 40 & 8 and American Legion
Dinner Cruise $36.00 per person — cutoff April 21
Contact Charlotte Fruauff 239-369-3184
Or Mary Heenan 239-543-2419

TAPS

Region bA

Robert Spruill, Jr.

Grand Directeur Americanism
V —1604 Jacksonville

Region 6A o
Edward Hiltz AND COUNTRY
V —1598 Lady Lake Leat We Forget

Francis J. Erts
V —1598 Lady Lake
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Grand Correspondant

It iswith great sadnessthat | have reported the transition to
Spirit of Bob Spruill Jr.

Please make your plans to attend the Box Car rededicationin
Holly Hill in March. Our Box Car committee has worked
very hard to make this a momentous event and as many
Voyageurs and families will make this a Grand memory.

Floridawill be the host of Promenade National in 2008 in
Orlando, FL. You can do your part by selling ADSIN OUR
PROGRAM BOOK. Ask your Chef and Correspondant for
the rates and information to sell these ads, asthisis the best
way the Grand du Florida can earn money from the
Promenade Nationale. ThisisVERY, AND DID | SAY
VERY, IMPORTANT that we sell ADS. Letters of
introduction are included in the Grand Bulletin and you can
also get one from your Locale Chef or Correspondant. |f
you don't ask, they won't buy an AD. Ask the places you do
business with!

Keep your membership Rolling for Roland!

Joe Nolan

PO Box 51383, Jacksonville Beach, FL 32240-1383
904-223-8053; joenolan@healingfromwithin.net

GRAND DIR. VOITURE ACTIVITIES

Petite Promenade is over and | hope there is a better
showing at Grand in Cocoa Beach. Only four Voitures
submitted reports and only five Voyageurs attended the
committee meeting. For those who want new 2008 forms |
now have them from Sous Directeur National, Conrad
Hoffman. Just contact me below and | will snail mail or e-
mail them ASAP. Also thereisanew form for Voitures with
rolling stock. If you want to compete for National awards,
you will need these forms.

Henry Legros
1051 N Conant Ave
Crystal River, FL 34429
352-795-4628; hlegros1219@hotmail.com

Special Awards Directeur

We actually had some interest in Special Awards at
the Petite Promenade. | even received a nomination packet. |
have had several people tell me they are working on a
candidate, but nothing else yet. Thereis still time, but | will
need them several weeks before the Grand Promin June.
There arelots of deserving individuals around. It just takes a
little time to make it happen. Having Promenade Nationale
in Orlando this year, it would be VERY nice if we had some
winners from this Grand.

Yoursin Service,

John Walker

Walkerredorblack@cfl.rr.com; 321-632-4573
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Grand Dir. Child Welfare

Mid-winter is now over. We sold some pins and some
Boggy Creek Tickets. At this point, all Voitures should have
the Boggy Creek Tickets. Voyageurs, we need to sell these
tickets. If you were not in attendance at Mid-Winter, |
announced that thisis my last year as Grand Directeur. Camp
Boggy Creek has been our Grand Project for several years
and we have donated money to them. | would like this year
to bethe best. | can, with your help. Every Voiture has
tickets that amount to $50.00. If each one sendsin at least
the $50.00, we will have $2,150.00. It costs $2,632.00 to
send ONE CHILD for one week. So Voyageurs, it'sup to
you.

| also have National Child Welfare pins for
consignment. For those who do not have pins, order some, if
only 10 or 15. It would be great to announce that every
Voitureinthe Grand du Floridais part of this program.

Last, but not least, remember to keep track of your
miles, hours and money that you have spent helping children.
Y ou can report what you have done in other organizations on
your 40 & 8 report.

Merci,

Harold Ray

NANAMM R4@aol.com

GRAND DIR. BOXCAR

Half of our year is over and we are about 20% short of a
100% participation in Grand. If you cannot move pins or
crew cardsin your Voiture, then please make a donation.
The Box Car Rededication in Holly Hill isfast approaching.
Please see the ad in this bulletin. About half of the rooms
blocked at the Pirates Cove Resort are already taken, so you
need to get amove on and not missthisoncein alifetime
event.

In Service to La Société

Don Wittenberg

ermaanddon@embargmail.com

L’Editeur

Please forgive the tardiness of this bulletin. Over the last few
weeks, Nancy has moved to Charlotte, NC and started a new
job. We haven't sold the house yet, so Hal will be staying in
south Florida until it’s sold (which Nancy hopesis soon!).
Nancy can till be reached at foxunlimited@bellsouth.net,
THANKS

VIETy [
=’ ARgLy
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Youth Sports Directeur
Nationale
Youth Sports
Pins

for 2008

are now
available.

Asyou can see from the new '08 Y S Pin pictured
above, the New ‘08 Y outh Sports Pins have arrived! | have
them in my possession and will be glad to make
arrangements with Locale Y outh Sports Chairmen to seeto it
that your Voitures Local receivesthem. My Contact
information is listed below. If your Y'S Chairman gets them
from mein bulk (25+ per order) you price will be $2.50 per
pin (you sell for $3 and make $.50 per Pin for your Locale. If
purchased from me in less quantities the will cost $3 per pin.

In addition to picking up the’ 08 Pins at the Nationale
Promenade in Kansas City, Mo., there were some interesting
developments with the re-imbursement Program from the
Nationale Y outh Sports Committee. The limits were raised
from $500 per Grand to $1000 with a new raised limit per
Voiture Locale from $100 to $200! | hope that more
Voitures Locale make an attempt to utilize these new limits
for the benefit of your Locale Y outh Sports Program.

Last year several Voiture Locales attempted to use
this Re-imbursement Program but unfortunately the
applications were sent in too late to be approved by
Nationale. These applications MUST be in my hands PRIOR
to the Florida Grand Promenade in June! Otherwise| can’t
get them to Nationale in time for consideration by the
Committee.

NO ATHLETE SHALL STAY AT HOME FROM LACK
OF FUNDS!

The Y outh Sports Program was established in 1994. Through
this program, the 40/8 provides financial assistancein the
form of grantsto individual athletes or teams who lack the
funds required to attend and participate in amateur sports
programs. This program encompasses all amateur sports
programs for all youths from 7 to 20 years of age.

http://www.geocities.com/bucket_bob12/Grand_du_FL _
YouthSports.html

Please visit the Youth Sports web site and let me know what
you think, any suggestion will be welcomed!

In Service to La Societe

Bob Richards

2006 Directeur Y outh Sports
Bucket12@comcast.net or (904) 463-6051
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VAVS

Mary and | just returned from the Grand du Florida
Petite Promenadein Ocala. A great time was had by
all. The Hospitality Room was well attended and
thanks for al those that served there from all the rest of
us. | reported results from the 5 Voitures that
submitted VAV S forms. Those five donated 1,164
hours, traveled 36,298 miles and spent $28,667.00 in
VAV S support. Very impressive numbersfor such a
small number of reports. Thank you Voiture 199, 290,
344, 728, and 1571. Voiture 304 continues to lead the
pack with really outstanding work for VAVS and SVH.
Needy veterans all say merci!

Certificatesto be awarded at Grand.

A guestion was asked about why VAV S did not
provide Presentation Plagues at the Grand Promenade.
Grand Voiture du Florida can only

provide $300.00 to Veterans Hospital. Rather than
reduce that amount by $22 to $25 for presentation
plaques, Certificates of Appreciation will be presented
to top Voiture'sin three categories for their support of
VAVS-SVH.

VA EYE CARE: Eye-care services areavailable at
the VA Medical Center. The following veterans are
eligible to receive eye care and eyeglasses from VA:
*Veterans rated 10% or more service-connected for any
condition;

sveterans rated service-connected for an eye condition
that requires corrective lenses;

former prisoners of war;

sveterans enrolled in aV A-approved V ocational
Rehabilitation Training Program; and

sveteransin receipt of increased VA nonservice-
connected pension based on need of regular aid.

For more information on VA eye care, call your local
VA Medical Center.

New VA Cemetery in Sarasota in Works

The new 295-acre national cemetery in the Sarasota
areawill serve veterans' needs for the next 50 years.
The cemetery islocated in Sarasota County along State
Route 72 and approximately 4-miles east of Interstate
75. The VA prepared an Environmental Assessment for
the Sarasota VA National Cemetery site in December
2004. In April 2007, the Department of Veterans
Affairs purchased the site from private citizens and has
awarded a contract to Miller Legg & Associates of
Winter Park, Fla., to design the new cemetery.
Construction of Phase I, which will consist of nearly
60-acres, will include facilities necessary to maintain,
operate, and provide burials for approximately ten

years. When this phase of construction is complete the
interment areas will provide for nearly 18,200 full
casket gravesites, including 15,200 pre-placed crypts,
500 in-ground cremains and approximately 7,000
columbarium niches. The new cemetery will also
include an administration and public information center
complex with an e ectronic gravesite locator and public
restrooms, a maintenance facility, a cemetery entrance
area, aflag assembly area and a memoria walkway and
adonations area, as well as two committal shelters that
will use energy-saving solar panels. Other
infrastructure design elementsinclude roadways,
landscaping, utilities, and irrigation. This new
cemetery to serve veteransin the southwestern Florida
areawill be the sixth national cemetery in Florida.
Florida s other five national cemeteries are: Barrancas,
St. Augustine, Florida, South Florida and Bay Pines.
For more information regarding the new Sarasota area
cemetery, contact the VA Memorial Service Network
in Atlanta at (404) 929-5899.

» Moreinformation about VA’s National Cemetery
Administration is available on its website,
WWW.Cem.va.gov.

Questions Needing Answers

During the committee meeting, | was asked about the
status of the new Port Charlotte VA Hospital and about
the possibility of obtaining donated vans to transport
veterans. I’'m sorry that | do not have additional
information as yet, but | will keep digging.

Till our next bulletin, yoursin service,

Take care,

Robert B. Jones,

Grand Directeur VAV S du Florida

10305 NW 4d" Court, Coral Springs, FL 33065-1542
rbjones6@bellsouth.net

Ways & Means
We need to sell some raffletickets. It's up
to you!

Contact me with questions.
Yoursin Service,

John Walker

Walkerredorblack@cfl.rr.com
321-632-4573

Grand Voiture du Florida Bulletin 2007 — 2008

Page 4



