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From the Grand Chef

“A MEMBERSHIP
RETAINED IS A
MEMBERSHIP

REGAINED®

Unbelievably we are entering into our sixth month of
renewing our membership quotas and we are over half way
there. Roland Jones is doing an outstanding job of getting the
message out to all of our Voitures that we need to RETAIN
the members we have, while actively seeking and recruiting
those deserving Legionnaires into our Societe.

There will be some interesting things happening in the New
Y ear. There will be changes forthcoming to all of our
Congtitution and By-Laws and yes, even to our Ritualistic
work.

Our Grand Directeur of Ritual, Gary Navarro, will have
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those changes ready for you by Petite.
WE are definitely getting more involved with Voiture
Activities for the Grand and | have been in contact with the
Sous Directeur of Voiture Activities VVoiture Nationale,
Roger Gray and he will be sending forth new ideas as to
programs that will benefit al of our Grand Voitures. If you
have not appointed a Directeur of Voiture Activities Locale
yet, | strongly suggest you do so. What better way to
promote our Societe to the public than by putting our best
foot forward for our Community. Participationin
Community projects will garnish the recognition we strive.
Far too many people out there have not a clue as to what the
Forty and Eight can, have and will do for the Community
and we need to educate them by our participation in good
deeds for public exposure. For instance, V oiture 880
participated in an Elks Memoria Service when the local
Legion was not available.
They did an outstanding Color Guard presentation along
with atribute to the Unknown Soldier, of which everyone
was impressed. The Firing Squad followed by Taps left no
eye un-teared. They were assured that they would be invited
back for the next Elks service. NOW they know who and
what we are.

Well, things are moving fast and Petite will be upon us
shortly, looking forward to seeing everyone in Ocala.

Don “Murph” Murphy
941-351-1665; 941-685-8706 cell
mur9897@msn.com

Grand Correspondant

May God Richly Bless you and your family during the time
we celebrate our religious and cultural traditions. May the
most that you wish for in the coming year be the very least
that you receive.

Both the Chef de Chemin de Fer and Madame Le Presidente
Nationale will be our guests at the Petite Promenade in Ocala
in January. Plan on attending and showing our leaders that
Floridais behind them and La Societe.

See you at awreck or somewhere

Joe Nolan
PO Box 51383, Jacksonville Beach, FL 32240-1383
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Upcoming Events

January 12 to 14, 2007
Petite Promenade
Ramada Inn, Ocala Florida
V-1219 Host

Eebruary 16-17, 2007
Emerald Coast Wreck Association
Panama City, Florida
V-1606 Host

Remember ALL activities

April 19 thru 22, 2007 for this calendar must be

Southland’s Dixie Promenade ~ sent to Joe Nolan, Grand
Hilton Hotel, Ocala, Florida Correspondant

June 8 to 10, 2007
Grand Promenade
Hilton Hotel, Ocala Florida
V-728 Host

Grand Directeur POW-MIA

| would like to thank al the VVoyageurs and Dames, who
contacted me after the last article. It's very heartwarming to
see members who are interested in the POW/MIA program.
For the many of you who have asked about a copy of the
Initiation Ceremony, that thanksto Hal & Nancy, you are
able to download your own copy from the Grand web site.
Don’'t forget to ask about doing a POW/MIA Table
ceremony. Most Posts haven’t had one done in avery long
time, if at all. As said before, both will put the 40 & 8 and
you in agood light with your community and the local
Legion family that we serve.

Now isagreat time to get out and push this program.
Our scholarship fund is growing, but with your help we can
make this a bigger and more successful year. Go to your
local Post homes and get their help. One of the Postsin my
area spearheaded a “Pennies for POW’S” drive in the Post
home by painting a coffee can dark gray and putting the logo
on the can. They have pledged at least $20 by the end of the
year. Now that might not seem like a lot to some, but this
Post has no lounge and is depending on general meetings and
walk-in visitorsto fill the can. If each Post, along with each
Voiture, would pledge $20, that would make a big difference
across the state.

Remember to get your Cabanes involved in your efforts.
| issued a challenged to the Cabanes at the beginning of this
year to help raise awareness of this program. With open arms
and hearts they accepted the challenge. A very special thanks
to R&R Creations for their custom plates. They look great as
an award or just a remembrance for a loved one. Our
Scholarship fund is our chance to let the surviving
POW/MIA'’s, as well as those who have not returned to us,
and their families know that they are not and will not be
forgotten.

Howard Hoover
hhoover @tampabay.rr.com
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Grand Chef de Train

Membership, Membership!
As of this month we still have 14 Voiture Locale that are less
then 50%. As you know Petite Promenade is Jan 12-14, 2007
in Ocala. | hope those Voitures Locale that are below 50%
will get to 65-75% by Petite. What would be even better if
all of you would be 100% by Petite Membership is
everyone's job. let's get those V oyageur who drag there
feet renewing, to get their duesin now. Last month we were
at 60.51%. We are still at that same percentage. We are 481
members short in reaching 100%. "Don't put off until
tomorrow what you can do today!" Get those renewalsin
now. Time is shorter than you think. Hope everyone had a
wonderful Holiday and the Best of Health to everyone.
For God and Country
Y our Membership Chairman,

Roland Jones
(239) 461-5458
RIPJvi l.com

MEMBERSHIP

Here is a letter that | received from Pat,
thought it would be nice to share it with you

Murph

La Société des Quarante Hommes et
Huit Chevaux

Voiture Nationale

Directeur Membership

December 12, 2006
Letter to the Grande du Florida

Well done. Steady progress in membership and with two
goose eggs, but we know about them.

Thisisthe time of year that the receipt of Voyageur
dues tends to slow down, primarily due to expenditures on
Christmas shopping. It's also an opportunity for your
membership teams to get out to your unpaid members, wish
them "Merry Christmas and Happy New Year", and politely
ask for their dues. Send out a Christmas card with a self
addressed stamped envelope to return their dues to your
Correspondant. Bowl game opportunities also exist to bring
V oyageurs together for fun, frivolity and finances. Use your
imagination and the comradeship that exists among 40 et
8 ers and we can have FUN and get the job done.

Here' swishing all the best for the Holidays and a very
prosperous New Y ear.

Yoursin service to La Societe,
G. Patrick Beamer
gpatbeamer @bellsouth.net
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TAPS

None reported this month

FOR ™
GOD
AND

Grand Directeur Special Awards

Let metell you alittle about the General's Club. Many
of you, no doubt, have never even heard of it. When
National e recognizes the HERO OF THE YEAR or the
LAW OFFICER OF THE Y EAR, for example, there are
several expensesinvolved......... transportation, lodging
and food being some of those. The solution to that was to
come up with a plan to offset those expenses. Thus, the
Genera’s Club wasformed. The dues are only $15.00 per
year and that includes a very nice looking silver pin (acircle
of five stars) for your Chapeau. In addition, if you happen
to go to Promenade Nationale, your membership card admits
you to aredly great brunch. Y our spouseisaso eligible to
beamember. The goal isnot to get every Voyageur to join,
but it seems reasonable that some Officers from each Locale,
starting with the Chef de Gare, would be eager to
participate. The money certainly serves a good purpose.
Send me an E-mail or call and I'll send you a membership
application.

Now to the nitty-gritty of thisarticle: We NEED some
candidates for Grand Special Awards. | have had ONE
Voyageur call meto get application forms. That isNOT
ENOUGH. Look around your community........ look in your
own Locale........ Someone or Something must stand out
Somewhere. .

Johnny Walker
Directeur Special Awards

walkerredorblack@cfl.rr.com
321-632-4573

Grand Directeur Americanism

Not much to say except: Have a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Y ear from the Stoakes family to all. Keep a
prayer in your hearts for our Service men and women on
active and inactive duty.

Jack and Peggy Stoakes

1104 Trenton Drive
Pensacola, FL 32505-4528
IXnxsx2@aol.com

COUNTRY

Lent We Forget

WAYS & MEANS

...... Happy New Year.......Trying to raise money during the
holidaysisatoughtask. I've had some interested takers,
other than the ones I've sold, but they said they had to wait
until after the New Year. That's FINE with me. | know
exactly where to go in a couple of months. If you do not
mention the raffle to anyone, you cannot expect to interest
anyone. As| said last month, thisisNOT a'hard sell' item.
Just put the information out there. Tell them what it is, what
itisfor, that 1/2 the money will be paid out in prizes, tickets
are $100.00 and there isamaximum of a1 in 20 chance to
win $1,000.00. They will tell you if they are interested.
That's al thereisto it.

The Petite Promenade is fast approaching and | will
have raffle tickets there. Y ou do not have to wait until then
to purchase aticket though. Send me acheck & | will send
you your ticket stub.

Each ticket sold will be physically accounted for at the
Grand Promenade prior to the drawing.

A HIGH FIVE goes out to Roland Jones, Joe Nolan and
Archie Pairadee for their efforts to make this project
successful. Thanks Voyageurs.

Johnny Walker
Directeur Ways & Means

walkerredorblack@cfl.rr.com
321-632-4573

Grand Directeur Child Welfare

We are at the beginning of a new year and have opened
al our presents from family and friends. But | would like
you to consider one more present. It isone that will help alot
of specia children. | just received aletter from Boggy Creek
Camp. They told me that they are celebrating their 10th
anniversary of the opening of the Camp. In that time over
32,000 children have enjoyed aweek of fun and relaxation.
They are not the special kid with a disease, they are just one
of the special kids. It now cost $2,587.00 per child per week,
S0 you see they need our help. | want to thank those Voitures
that have taken the raffle tickets and some have asked for
more. Thisis great, but we need to do more. Could your
Voiture spare afew dollarsto help these children? Every
little bit helps. | am trying to arrange atour in February, but
the Camp wants to know how many would be interested.
Please let me know at Petite.

| dso have the Nationa Child Welfare pins for
consignment. If your Voiture has not gotten any, please let
me know and | will give them to you at Petite. It is a very
nice pin, with two children in a boat, fishing. Florida has
only 400 pins and we need to get these out and sold so we
can send the money to National.

| can't do these programs by myself, | need all your

help. | would like to be flooded with calls and checks.
Harold J. Ray
Grand Directeur Child Welfare

(352) 625-1988; NANAMMRA@ao0l.com
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