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property were destroyed.
At the time of this writing I am hard pressed to find

news coverage by either the National or local media as
to the relief given or on it's way. We know it is
happening, but it's not being reported. For the last week
we have been following up on what we can do to help
and so far we haven't received any request for help or
relief on a State wide or local basis. We let them know
we are out there to help. We are standing by.

Our man on the spot, Harold Ray told me the Lady
Lake American Legion Post was acting as a Disaster
Relief Station but was evaluating the situation on a
day-to-day, hour-to-hour basis.

If individual Voitures are acting on their own to
help, that is very good too, but please use discretion.
No waste, be sure your contributions are going directly
to help individuals and not being funneled through
second and third parties. Some of our merchandise
contributed during the Hurricanes ended up on store
shelves.

On a lighter note, by the time this is read the
Emerald Coast Regional Wreck will be history and the
Southland Dixie Promenade will be right around the
corner. With us being the Host State we are striving
hard to make a good impression on our participating
States so we need your help in putting the program
together for a successful White Collar Wreck. Save
your P.G.s for a wonderful time and get those ads in for
the Program Book. Bill and Hal have promised me a
professional printing worthy of the Presidential
Inauguration. Make it so!

Keep those prayers coming for Faye. She is getting
better by the day.

God Bless you all and these Great United States

Don “Murph” Murphy
941-351-1665; 941-685-8706 cell

mur9897@msn.com
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March 2007 L’Editeur Hal Fox

From the Grand Chef

As you all know too well our state was hit one
more time with a crisis of classic proportion.

The series of tornadoes that passed through the
middle of our state and yes they have determined that
no less than three touched down, has tested our mettle
one more time. For those of you whom do not have
computers and rely on the mailed version of the Grand
Bulletin I'm asking our Grand Editeur Hal to reprint my
message that we sent out on the day of the disaster.
This is to let you know that we responded in a timely
manner. It is self-explanatory on how we wanted
to react to the relief of the victims whose homes and
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Upcoming Events
March 22, 23, 24, 2007

Homecoming for Terry G. Sims
Chef de Chemin de Fer 2007
Indianapolis Marriott East, Indianapolis, Indiana

April 13 and 14, 2007
Eleanor Harris, Madame Presidente Nationale
Homecoming
Springfield, Illinois

April 19 thru 22, 2007
Southland’s Dixie Promenade
Hilton Hotel, Ocala, Florida

June 8 to 10, 2007
Grand Promenade
Hilton Hotel, Ocala Florida
V-728 Host

September 5 to 8, 2007
88th Promenade Nationale
Overland Park, Kansas

Grand Correspondant
The Emerald Coast Regional Wreck hosted by V-1606

was a first class event. Bob Shuping and his crew were
great, we even got to wet down the Holiday Inn Select’s
ballroom floor during the so long league and the tricks. Yes,
Bob Richards got Faye Skaggs with the cheese. In all we
welcomed 10 new Voyageurs Militaire. Thanks for a good
time, Bob, We are looking forward to next year and V1571’s
turn.

Now let’s get to work and get the membership in. The
Grand Promenade will be in Ocala this June. It’s not too
early to keep your records of miles and hours spent on 40 &
8 projects and programs, so that we can report them.
Thanks for your dedication to La Societe.

Joe Nolan
PO Box 51383, Jacksonville Beach, FL 32240-1383

joenolan@healingfromwithin.net

Grand Directeur Child Welfare
Voyaguers, the money for Boggy Creek has been coming in
very slow. We need the tickets returned with your checks. At
this time, we have just a little over the prize money and that
is not good. Also, I have not heard of anyone coming for the
tour of Boggy Creek Camp: March 8th. The Camp needs
to know an approximate amount of those who will be
attending. So let me know. You can contact me at my E-mail
address nanammr4@aol.com. Last but not least, remember,
it is getting close to report time, start gathering your figures,
the miles, hours and money, let's make a good report for the
Grand du Florida.

Harold J. Ray
(352) 625-1988; NANAMMR4@aol.com

Remember ALL activities
for this calendar must be
sent to Joe Nolan, Grand
Correspondant

Grand Directeur Ritual
In recent months there has been significant change to

our Ritual and Manual of Ceremonies. Copies of the changes
were made available at the Petite Promenade at Ocala in
January. The following Voitures did not answer the roll:
V334; V400, V472, V478, V492, V769, V797, V822,
V1388, V1526, V1606 and V1619, and therefore did not
receive a copy of the changes. If the Chef de Gare or
Correspondant of these Voitures will send me a self-
addressed stamped #10 envelope, I will forward a copy to
them. Or, they can go to the Grand website, Voiture 215 link,
follow the directions and access the changes or the amended
Ritual and Manual of Ceremonies.

Since I mentioned who was missing at Grand, let me
mention WHAT was missing at Grand, REPORTS. I would
like to take this opportunity to say Merci Beaucoup to Chef
de Gare George Kleven, V400. With the exception of my
own Voiture, his was the only report I received. I hope the
Grand Chef de Gare is listening and taking notes. My next
step, when I forward my annual report, will be to notify
Nationale of the individual Voitures who have not sent
reports.

It is hard to believe we are rapidly approaching Grand
Promenade. With that in mind, I am requesting those
Voitures or Regions who wish to compete for Grand Ritual
Team or Grand Color Guard, to contact me as soon as
possible. We need advance notice in order to schedule a time
and place for the competition.

Gary Navarro
9759 Fowler Avenue, Pensacola, Fl 32534-1007

Home (850) 479-1215; Cell (850) 712-1699

WAYS & MEANS
Just back from the Panhandle Wreck.....Good time. Best

bean soup to date & I'm talkin' a bunch of Wrecks.
Karaoke, I'm told, was 'loud & good'........No, come to think
about it, I believe that was 'good'n loud'. Then there's the
part about being saved. Thanks....

Sold a few tickets while there. It was like group
sales. 4 or 5 couples sitting together chipped in for one
ticket. If you can't spring for $100.00 yourself, get a few
buddies & split the dough. We can all do that.

The Grand Chef asked me to mention ticket sales in this
bulletin......... .(I might have done that anyway.) ........
Specifically, he didn't understand why there had been a
lackluster response from the individual Voitures. Yes, we
have had some Voitures step up, but it should be a much
stronger showing in our state. Any individual, Voyageur or
not, can make a purchase, but we also need Voiture help.
Thanks to those Voitures already in the drawing.

I'm easy to locate. Get in touch with me & I'll send
you tickets or send me a check & I'll fill the tickets out.
Whatever works for you. Again I will mention that prior to
the drawing at the Grand Promenade, ALL ticket stubs will
be accounted for and verified.

Johnny Walker
walkerredorblack@cfl.rr.com; 321-632-4573
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Florida Tornado Disaster
Letter from Grand Chef Don
Dear Voyageurs and Dames,

I know that by now everyone in the Florida and the
Continental United States and if not the world knows of the
devastating affect that this Friday’s tornado/tornados has had
on our great state.

Our thoughts and prayers go out to our citizens that
have been victims of this tragedy.

Your Grand Officers have been in touch with Nationale
and The Dept. of Florida American Legion and we are
coordinating with them for any and all help that may be
requested from our Grand du Florida.

As you may know at this time everything is in a state of
flux and until the authorities, state and local, F.E.M.A. and
the Federal Government have control of the situation, it is
our contention that until requested for our help and
participation, we will monitor the situation and respond
accordingly.

Since we do not have a Disaster Relief Committee in
place at this time we have been placing our Key people back
into positions of authority to help coordinate any requests for
help that may arise in the near future. Again I must stress the
need for restraint. Until we are informed of the true situation
and what help is needed, it is best to error on the side of
caution. During our last attempt at Disaster Relief with
the hurricanes, there was much waste encountered. We will
not let this happen again. We will go where we are asked and
contribute what people need. Until then we will await further
instructions from the State and Local authorities.

Again I would like to impress upon you that your Grand
is responding to our emergency in a precise and timely
manner and all we are asking from you is to respond in kind
when asked to serve your Community, State and Nation.

Thank you,

Yours in service for God and Country,
Don Murphy
Grand Chef de Gare du Florida.

TAPS
Region 6A V-400 Gerald Scully

Region 8 V-899 Stewart Henderson

Region 12 V-954
Stanley M. Bissell, Sr. Nicholas J. Schneider
Charles E. Slaven, Jr

Grand Directeur POW-MIA
I would like to take this opportunity to give a brief
description of the POW/MIA program of La Societe and
how it differs from the program of the American Legion.
There seems to be a lot of misconception that it is a
parallel program working toward the same objectives. The
two programs are not in conflict with each other. I believe
they co-exist quite well and in fact enhance each other.
The program of the 40 & 8 is a "POW/MIA Survivors
Scholarship Fund". This Scholarship is named in memory
of Lance Corporal John Dewey Killen III USMC. Lance
Corporal Killen was declared Missing In Action while
serving with The Third Reconnaissance Battalion in South
Vietnam. The Scholarship is available to the Spouse,
Children, Grand Children, Widow or Widower of known
and verified POW's or MIA's who served in the U. S.
Military after December 7, 1941. The purpose of The
American Legion POW/MIA Committee is "... to assist
former POW's and the families of MIA's and to formulate
some ideas relative to their benefits...". What better way
to provide benefits than assisting with a scholarship?
Please do not think of this as only a program for the 40 &
8. Remember our MIA's have not had the opportunity to
decide which Veterans Organization they might want to
join. This scholarship is available to all of their survivors
and is worthy of the support of all us who nave not
forgotten them. Awareness is the key to all programs so
let’s get the word out. Anyone wanting additional
information on this program please contact any member of
the POW/MIA Committee and we will respond.

THE FUTURE
This is where all Voyageurs can help with the

program. This is a Survivors Scholarship; it is not just for
members of La Societe. Remember our MIAs have not
had the opportunity to decide which Veterans organization
they might want to join. Many Ex-POWs have joined
other groups or not joined any organization. If we make
individuals, the Legion, VFW, Churches and Fraternal
Organizations aware of the POW/MIA Scholarship that is
available; those who believe in the program will help it
prosper and grow.

For more information, please contact me.

Howard Hoover
hhoover@tampabay.rr.com
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Grand Directeur VAVS
Southland Dixie in Ocala is next month. Plan on being

there to enjoy the fellowship plus a heck of a good time.
Bring your PG”S for a wreck that will be surely become a
special memory for them.

Military New Injury Center Of the roughly 20,000
Soldiers injured since the start of the Iraq war, more than 500
have lost a limb - many of them in roadside bombings. A
$50 million high-tech rehabilitation center opens that is
designed to serve the growing number of Soldiers who return
from war as amputees or with severe burns. The 60,000-
square-foot Center includes a rock-climbing wall, wave pool
and a 360-degree virtual reality sphere to help Soldiers
recover their balance and other basic skills. Prior to the Iraq
war, amputees were generally given acute care by the
military and then turned over the Department of Veterans
Affairs, but since 2003, the military has kept those patients
and made rehabilitation part of its mission. Amputee rehab
programs are now being run at Brooke, Walter Reed Medical
Center and Bethesda Naval Medical Center. Because the
new Center for the Intrepid offers high-tech equipment and
better facilities for severely injured Soldiers, it should
become a magnet for advanced amputee rehabilitation.
Please note the American people donated the money!

DISABLED RETIREE BACK TAX UPDATE Most
VA disability claims filed by military retirees are resolved in
less than a year. But lost paperwork, administrative errors,
and appeals of rejected claims delay thousands of disability
awards for years on end. The VA disability award is
retroactive to the date of the application -- making some
portion of past military retired pay tax-free. But to get a
refund of back taxes paid, disabled retirees must file an
amended tax return for each applicable year. That's when
retirees run into a major problem: the IRS Code bars filing
amended returns beyond the last three tax years. As a result,
VA administrative glitches and insensitive tax laws cost
these disabled retirees thousands of dollars through no fault
of their own. The "Disabled Veterans Tax Fairness Act of
2007" (S. 326) would allow disabled veterans whose
disability claims have been pending for more than 3 years to
receive refunds on previous taxes paid for up to five years -
the length of time the IRS keeps these records.
Communicate your support of this bill to your legislators.

VA VISION CARE: The VA announced in JAN 07
that more than a million visually impaired veterans will
receive enhanced health care services from the Department
of Veterans Affairs (VA) under a reorganization of VA’s
vision rehabilitation services. VA will make approximately
$40 million available during the next three years to establish
a comprehensive nationwide rehabilitation system for
veterans and active duty personnel with visual impairments.
The system will enhance inpatient services and expand
outpatient services throughout the 1,400 locations where VA
provides health care. Under the reorganization plan, each of
VA’s 21 regional networks—called Veterans Integrated
Service Networks, or VISNs—will implement a plan to
provide eye care to veterans with visual impairments ranging
from 20/70 to total blindness. Basic low-vision services will

be available at all VA eye clinics, and every network will
offer intermediate and advanced low-vision services,
including a full spectrum of optical devices and electronic
visual aids. VA’s 10 existing inpatient blind rehabilitation
centers will continue to provide the Department’s most
intensive eye care programs, but each VISN now will also
provide outpatient-based blind rehabilitation care. VA
estimates there are more than 1 million visually impaired
veterans over the age of 45 in the United States. Within
this group, approximately 157,000 are legally blind, and
1,026,000 have low vision. About 80% of all visually
impaired veterans have a progressive disability caused by
age-related macular degeneration, glaucoma, or diabetic
retinopathy.

Meeting the challenge: Chef de Chemin de Fer
Terry Sims challenged all to add 40 & 8 members working
with VA Hospitals and Clinics. Please welcome John
Ebling who has been submitted to National to serve as our
Representatives to the Fort Myers VA Clinic. John will
also serve as Sous Director VAVS for the Southwestern
area. Next month I will announce a new Representative
for our West Palm Beach VA Hospital.

We still need a Representative for our Gainesville
Clinic. Who is up for the challenge?

Bob Jones
10305 NW 40th Court, Coral Springs, FL 33065-1542

(954) 755-4498 email: rbjones6@bellsouth.net

Taken from the Nationale Website
From Dave’s Desk

Nationale Correspondant
Dave Rabius

I would like to keep everyone updated on the Voiture
Nationale staff and we have had a change in this New
Year.

Shannon Porter who used to handle Ardery, Boland,
VAVS, Generals Club, Past Chef’s Club, and answered
the phone here at Nationale, has moved on to another job.
All of us here at Voiture Nationale wish her well.

If you have called Nationale in the last couple of
weeks you will notice a new voice answering the phone. It
is none other than Butch Miller. Most of you know that
Butch was a Past National Commander of the American
Legion; he has taken on Shannon’s job. We are still
training him so please give him some time. Let's all
welcome Butch to the staff of Voiture Nationale.

If you have any questions feel free to call Voiture
Nationale at 317-634-1804 and we will try to answer your
questions.

http://fortyandeight.org
Grand du Florida’s website:
http://granddufla.topcities.com


