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been to in a long time.
We enjoyed driving Terry and Smoke to the

Airport that Sunday, and I hope his hair didn't get
any grayer since Patty was driving. Did you know it
was only a half hour drive from Ocala to Tampa?

I would like to also share a one-liner with you.
Heard in the hall coming from one Voyageur from
Georgia, "I ain't never goin’ sailing with Captain
Morgan again."

June is creeping up on us and we cannot give up
on membership yet. As of April the 16th we were
only at 90.59% and 38th place in the nation. We still
have five Voitures below the 70% mark and mine is
one of them. That doesn't speak well for the rest of
the Voitures that are carrying those others on their
back. We picked up some at the Dixie and we will
pick up some more at the Space Coast Wreck in
May, but it won't catch those tardy members out
there if we don't get "er" done ourselves. But hey,
cheer up, you will only have to endure one more of
these tirades for the times they are a changin’ and
the word "Passé" is drawing closer.

Don “Murph” Murphy
941-351-1665; 941-685-8706 cell

mur9897@msn.com
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Grand Guard de La Porte
Henry Legros Grand Commis Voyageur
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From the Grand Chef

For those of you that missed the Southland
Dixie Promenade, sorry, what a great time Patty
and myself had. The hospitality was tremendous
and we took full advantage of it.

I would like to thank all of the principles that put
this great program together, you know who you are
and to list you all would not leave much room for
the rest of my article. Suffice to say that we thank
you all for a superb job well done.

We were personally thanked by our Chef de
Chemin de Fer Nationale, Terry Sims, for the
hospitality showed to him and Smoke and without
any disrespect to the other Southland Dixie
Promenades, he said it was the best one he has

Grand Chef de Gare
Don “Murph” Murphy
941-351-1665
941-685-8706 cell
mur9897@msn.com

Grand Correspondant
Joe Nolan

joenolan@healingfromwithin.net
904-223-8053
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Upcoming Events
May 4-5, 2007

Grand Wreck
Grand Chef Don and Madame La Presidente Faye’s
Joint Homecoming
V-880 (Post 24) Bradenton

May 11-12, 2007
Space Coast Wreck Association Wreck
Post 22, Cocoa, FL

June 8 to 10, 2007
Grand Promenade
Hilton Hotel, Ocala Florida
V-728 Host

July 26 thru 29, 2007
Cripple Creek Wreck
V-1219 at American Legion Post 155
Crystal River, Florida

September 5 to 8, 2007
88th Promenade Nationale
Overland Park, Kansas

Grand Directeur Boxcar
Well, the Dixie is history and the Grand Prom lies just a few
weeks in the future. Sales for 2007 pins and cards is
wrapping up and the new material is on the way. This will
be my last note for the paper as Don Wittenberg will be
taking over in June. I want to thank all of the folks who
helped make my year a busy one and gave me an
opportunity to meet many more of the people who make our
Forty and Eight work. We have forty two Voitures in the
state and only nineteen of them participated in the Box Car
program by buying Boxcar pins or crew cards. I can’t
understand the apparent apathy shown by lack of support of
the program. I’m afraid that these people are not aware of
where the monies collected for these pins and card goes.
We shoot with a shotgun and each year all the funds
collected for pins and cards are distributed to the following
committees: Americanism, Child Welfare, Nurses Training,
Carville Star, Junior Olympics, and giving some deserving
kids a good time at the National Prom. Remember these
facts when one of our Boxcar Reps approaches you to
contribute your share for Boxcar pins and cards. We are
also a good ways from getting donors for the new plaques
for the Boxcar. Remember, for fifty dollars you get eternal
recognition on a plaque on the car. Contact Don Wittenberg
if you need any information on these plaques. Thanks
again for your help and I look forward to seeing you at the
Proms and Wrecks. Keep ‘em flying.

Woodie Jackson

Remember ALL activities
for this calendar must be
sent to Joe Nolan, Grand
Correspondant

GRAND CORRESPONDANT
We will have two opportunities to increase our new

members in these next two months. The Grand Chef’s
Wreck at Chef Don Murphy’s homecoming and The East
Coast regional wreck association will have their first wreck
May 11 & 12, so let’s get to work and invite that worthy
Legionnaire into La Societe. Remember also our Chef’s
motto this year a member retained is a member regained.
It’s time to telephone those delinquent members and bring
them back to active membership. Along those lines you may
plan a social event and invite the delinquent members and
put the arm on them when they show. Help them to
remember what good times and fun times we have had and
they are missing.

WOW What a Dixie!!!! Congratulations V-728 and
Florida and all who participated. Congratulations to John
Rose for getting our Chef de Chemin de Fer in early for a
momentous flag orientation and classrooms visitation at the
Hammet Bowen Elementary School on Wednesday, and the
Vets helping Vets radio show, VA clinic visit and Veterans
Park visit on Thursday. In addition, all the Super regular
events put on by the Convention Corporation like Silver
Springs, the early, early bird and early bird parties,
entertainment by Debi G and the Reflections. The banquet
food was GREAT. If you missed this one-----Shame on ya.
By the way the Grand Promenade is in the same hotel.

Remember your miles and hours for year end reports!
See you at a wreck or somewhere

Joe Nolan
PO Box 51383, Jacksonville Beach, FL 32240-1383

joenolan@healingfromwithin.net

Grand Dir. Americanism
I would like for all Voiture Correspondants to please get
your Americanism reports into me by the 15th of May, so I
can consolidate them and get our National report ready to
send in. As this is my last message as Chairman of the
Americanism for Grand du Florida, I wish you all a big
thanks from myself to all of you.

Jack Stoakes
1104 Trenton Drive

Pensacola, FL 32505-4528
Jxnxsx2@aol.com
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Grand Directeur VAVS
Welcome New VAVS Representative. I am happy to

announce that Voyageur Christopher Orth will be the 40 &
8 Representative to the West Palm Beach VA Hospital.
Welcome aboard Christopher. Representatives are needed
for the Gainesville Clinic, the Tallahassee VA Outpatient
Clinic, and the Baldomero Lopez Memorial State Veterans’
Nursing Home, Land O’Lakes, FL. If you can help, give
me a call or e-mail. We really need your support of this
most worthwhile activity.

The South Florida National Cemetery is set to open
April 16th, 2007. Only two years of delays, but twelve
interments are scheduled for that day. More construction is
scheduled and will continue for at least five more years, but
when finished, the cemetery will cover 313 acres and have
room for 115,000 veterans. For more information on this
new cemetery, call 561-649-6489.
The VA is purchasing land near Jacksonville and Sarasota
for two additional burial grounds to add to the five now in
Florida, including the South Florida National Cemetery.
Veteran’s burial benefits include a grave site, flag,
headstone, and opening and closing of the grave. For
general information go to www.cem.va.gov or call 800-827-
1000.

Social Security Credits for Military Service from
1940 onward: If you served in the military from 1940
through 1956, including attendance at a service academy,
Social Security may credit you with $160 a month in
earnings for military service from September 16, 1940,
through December 31, 1956, if (1) you were honorably
discharged after 90 or more days of service, or you were
released because of a disability or injury received in the line
of duty; or (2) you are applying for survivors benefits based
on a veteran's work and the veteran died while on active
duty. When you apply for Social Security benefits, you will
be asked for your DD Form 214 or information about your
reserve or National Guard service. For more information,
visit the Military Service and Social Security website.

Vets Face More Health Care Cuts
The Bush administration's budget assumes cuts to

funding for veterans' health care two years from now - even
as badly wounded troops returning from Iraq could
overwhelm the system. The recent headline news about
poor treatment of wounded military at Walter Reed and
other military and VA facilities may have a positive effect
on reversing these cuts. "Either the administration is
willingly proposing massive cuts in VA health care," said
Rep. Chet Edwards of Texas, chairman of the panel
overseeing the VA's budget. "Or its promise of a balanced
budget by 2012 is based on completely unrealistic
assumptions." Contact your Senator and Representative
and let them know that you need their active support against
cuts plus significant improvement in medical treatment and
handling of active duty service personnel and our needy
veterans.
Hope to see you at Southland Dixie. Yours in service,

Bob Jones
(954) 755-4498 rbjones6@bellsouth.net

WAYS & MEANS
Southland's Dixie has come and gone. The hope was that
raffle ticket sales would flourish there. That did not happen.
There are still PLENTY of tickets available and plenty of
Voitures who have not responded.
Patty Murphy and her husband, yes, that would be Grand
Chef Don, have far and away exceeded any expectations for
selling tickets.

I had to list Patty first, since she is the top producer. Believe
me when I tell you both that Grand overwhelmingly
appreciates your support for this program.
Proud to be an American.

Johnny Walker
3990 Airlift Street, Cocoa, FL 32927

walkerredorblack@cfl.rr.com; 321-632-4573

Grand Directeur Special Awards
Thank you to those who have put forth effort to
promote Special Awards. There have not been many,
but those few were essential to the success of this
year.

Sincerely, Thank you.

Johnny Walker
3990 Airlift Street, Cocoa, FL 32927

walkerredorblack@cfl.rr.com; 321-632-4573

Grand Chef de Train
MEMBERSHIP, MEMBERSHIP,

MEMBERSHIP!!

Last month we were at 81.11% needing 172 renewals. This
sounds like a lot but, it can be done. If everyone get out
there and get those Voyageur Militaire that have not
renewed we would be at 100% before you know it.
Remember, it's everyone's job to help with membership. As
a Voyageur, you should be concerned if your Voiture is not
100%, or have not reported any membership for this year.
We still have time, let's get out there and make it happen,
make Florida Shine by getting 100% in Membership.

Yours in Service,

Roland Jones

TAPS
Region 6-A
V- 1598
Gene Reistroffer


