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We Wrecked 5 PG’S. We were wined and dined the entire
weekend. The most fun was going out to dinner with about
20 members of V-304 and C-304. I am sure the Longhorn
restaurant will not soon forget us. The hospitality was great,
and as always, Pat and I had a Super Weekend.

My Baglady and I were off again Oct 12 -14th to the 12th

Annual Hooch Wreck in Duluth GA. I have to say Voiture
402 put on a great Wreck. (They wrecked 6 PG’S.) Florida
was well represented at the Hooch this year. The Loco from
Lake City made the trip. Big “Merci” to all the Voyageurs
and Dames that came up with the Loco. We also had a Loco
from Atlanta present. There was 28 Voitures present
representing 10 States. Our Aumonier Nationale Passe Joe
Nolan even performed a wedding ceremony on Saturday.
A member of the Color Guard Nationale, Jessie Cumbee,
was married before the banquet, aboard the Loco from
Atlanta. They wined and dined us very well the entire
weekend. The hospitality was superb. At the banquet on
Saturday night Chef de Chemin de Fer Bernie Sampson
presented me with a signed First Edition painting that was
done by his wife, Terry, in May 2005, of the Florida Box
Car. It was a great weekend, seeing old friends and meeting
new ones. We are looking forward to next year.

By the time this newsletter reaches you we should all be in
Winter Haven for our seminar. I am looking forward to
seeing everyone.

Happy Thanksgiving. I hope everyone has a great time with
Family and Friends. Stay safe, and let’s keep the
“Membership Rolling In.”

Don’t forget TO ROLL IN THE MEMBERSHIP!
Yours in Service,

Roland Jones
(239) 461-5458

RJPJview@aol.com

La Société des Quarante Hommes et Huit Chevaux
Grand Voiture du Florida, Inc.

November 2007 L’Editeur Hal Fox

From the Grand Chef

I have had a busy month since my last newsletter. We
were off to the Southwest Regional Wreck in Venice. It was
an outstanding wreck, we wrecked 12 PG’S. Voiture 797
did a super fine job putting on this wreck. For those of you
who missed the Southwest Regional Wreck you missed a
great time. Big “Merci Be coup” to the Chef de Gare V-797
Joe McGee, for spearheading this event. This was the largest
attendance at a Regional Wreck since its inception. It goes to
show that the Regional Wreck is the way to go in the future.
Madame La Presidente Patty told me she had 47 Dames to
attend the lunch on Saturday. That was a record. Everyone
had a fantastic time. By the way, the Southwest Regional
Wreck will be in the same place next year, same hotel and
same rate as this year. More info to follow later.

On Oct 5-6th we went to Jacksonville V-304 for their Wreck.

Grand Chef de Gare
Roland Jones
(239) 461-5458
RJPJview@aol.com

Grand Correspondant
Joe Nolan

904-223-8053
joenolan@healingfromwithin.net
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Upcoming Events
November 2, 3 and 4, 2007

Grand Picnic & Seminar
Voiture 218 Host
At American Legion Post 8
Winter Haven, Florida

January 11 – 13, 2008
Petite Promenade
Voiture 1219 Host
Ramada Inn
Ocala, Florida

February 8 – 10, 2008
Emerald Coast Wreck
Voiture 1571 Host
Pensacola, Florida
At American Legion Post 340

March 29, 2008
Re-dedication of Florida’s Box Car
Holly Hill
More details and hotel info to follow

Chef de Chemin de Fer Bernie Sampson Homecoming
Albany, New York
More info to follow

April 3-5, 2008
Madame La Presidente Nationale Irene Puckett
Homecoming
More info to follow

May 2 – 4, 2008
Grand Chef’s Homecoming
More details to follow

TAPS
Region 6B Voiture 202
Thomas F. Keenan
Father of Chef de Gare V-402 du Georgia John Keenan

46 year member of La Societe died May 4, 2004 and the
Petite Promenade Memorial Service, January 13, 2008
will be dedicated to him.

Region 17 Voiture 294
Lloyd Bloomquist
Bernard G. Cole

Remember ALL activities
for this calendar must be
sent to Joe Nolan, Grand
Correspondant

Grand Correspondant
Florida will be the host of Promenade National in 2008 in
Orlando, FL. You can do your part by selling ADS IN OUR
PROGRAM BOOK. Ask your Chef and Correspondant for
the rates and information to sell these ads, as this is the best
way the Grand du Florida can earn money from the
Promenade Nationale. This is VERY, AND DID I SAY
VERY IMPORTANT, that we sell ADS.

Thanks for getting the information about Officers and
Correspondants to Hal and me. We only have a few holes in
the Roster, so check the web site and if you are not listed, get
the Information to Hal and me so that we can communicate
with you.

I will be representing Grand du Florida at a special meeting,
November 2 thru 5, 2008 in Indianapolis, Indiana National
Headquarters to determine the future of our Organization. If
you have any ideas e-mail me at joenolan@jn.clearwire.net
or telephone me at 904-223-8053.

Keep your membership Rolling for Roland!

Joe Nolan
PO Box 51383, Jacksonville Beach, FL 32240-1383

904-223-8053; joenolan@healingfromwithin.net

Grand Chef de Train
The membership year is in full swing and the September

Cheminot Membership reports have been posted.
I am pleased to report and thank the 100% Voitures.

They are V-899 Avon Park, V-1219 Crystal River, V-1233
Ft. Walton Beach, V-1388 Newberry and V-1619
Okeechobee. Congratulations to you and keep up the good
work. You still have time to climb.

We have sixteen Voitures that are over 50% and I know
that they will continue to reinstate old members and recruit
new members. Good job done by all.

Now we hit the problem area - less than 50%. 16
Voitures are under 50%. Need help? Contact me, or our
Sous Membership Directeurs or the Cheminot from your
region. I know that with a little effort we can achieve that
100%.

The very sad news is that we have five Voitures that
report no membership. Zero-Zip. I will be in contact with
them to try to assist the Chef de Gares with their
membership.

Voyageurs, lets keep up the good work. Let’s help and
support each other. Let camaraderie be the basis for
membership and we can keep rolling with Roland.

Yours for La Societe,

Rich Dunne
twodunne@aol.com



Grand Voiture du Florida Bulletin 2007 – 2008 Page 3

Box Car Directeur
Participation has come up in the Box Car pin and card
program to 67% out of 42 Voitures. The southeast and
southwest need only one Voiture each to be 100%. I know
the Sous are working hard to accomplish this goal.

The rededication of the Box Car at Holly Hill is scheduled
for Sat. the 29th of March, with a dinner to follow at Legion
Post 120. Times and hotel arrangements in the next bulletin.
This event will be covered by news and television media
with city officials attending. You will not want to miss this
once-in-a-lifetime event

In Service to La Société

Don Wittenberg
ermaanddon@embarqmail.com

NOTE NEW EMAIL ADDRESS

POW-MIA Directeur
Yes, for all those who have asked,

Kansas City was great. Without a
doubt you have to do yourself the
honor of attending next year’s Grande Promenade. Not only
because it is in your own backyard in Orlando, but it is truly
a one-time event that you really shouldn’t miss.

While attending the National POW/MIA meeting we
exchanged some ideas on what was and was not working for
our program. A number of the directeurs applauded your
outstanding work. Many of them are taking our ideas home
with them to put them into action. You have shown that by
working together, even a little makes a big difference. The
directeurs especially like the idea of POW/MIA table
dedications and “Pennies for POWs” to name a few.

We’ve just had our second POW/MIA/Haley House
Poker Run. The turn out was even larger than expected with
riders and volunteers from all over the area. We managed to
double our donation from last year’s ride. We are hoping to
make next year’s event even bigger.

It’s true there’s no greater love than when a man is
willing to lay down his life for another. In a past article I
spoke of leaving the porch light on to show the way home.
As we started up and pulled out of Veteran’s Park and onto
the highway. I looked into my rear view mirror and saw the
head lights of the other riders; they shone bright like a
beacon. It was at that moment that I realized that we were the
light. Remember that it could just as easily had been any of
us.

Chefs: Just a reminder you need to pick a directeur and
send their info to me ASAP.

In Service to La Societe

Howard Hoover
hhoover@tampabay.rr.com

updated phone number: 813-416-0620

Grand Dir. Child Welfare
Several Voitures have taken pins, but I still have more and
we need to sell these pins. You can sell them to anyone, not
just Voyageurs or LaFemmes. Let me know how many you
want and I will get them to you. I will be at the Seminar and
will have the pins with me. I also will have copies of last
years report form, so that you know what to report. Let's
have more than a handful of reports. We have 43 Voitures in
the Grand du Florida and it is disappointing to get less than
half. I know you do the work, and besides, every Voiture has
something to report, the pins, the work you do and the 25
cents that is included in you dues for Child Welfare. Let's get
on the ball and do the work and then report.
See you at the Seminar.

Merci,

Harold Ray
NANAMMR4@aol.com

Grand Dir. Voiture Activities
This is one of the best times of the year for Voiture

activities. With all the holidays, festivals and returning
snowbirds, there is no excuse not to have some kind of
activity. Keep your Voiture active and in front of your fellow
Legionnaires and the public. See you at the Grand Picnic.
Get your mid year report ready for Petite Prom at Ocala in
January. A piece of paper will do for this report or download
the form from Nationale’s website.

Merci,

Henry Legros
1051 N. Conant Ave, Crystal River, Fl. 34429

352-795-4628
hlegros1219@hotmail.com

Grand Dir. Americanism
It’s time to go to work. I would like to see the Americanism
Program be the strongest it has ever been this coming year.

What I’d like to do is to have all Americanism Directeurs
and Sous Directeurs send me a report of how your
Americanism Programs are progressing every three months.
The first report should have been sent in by October 17th,
either by e-mail or by regular mail. This will give a chance
to show Voitures what we are made of. This will be
published in the newsletter. Remember, most of the
programs that go thru the Forty & Eight and the American
Legion are related to Americanism.

I'm still looking for Sous Directeurs throughout the state.
I need some of you to step up to the plate.

If anyone needs help, please do not hesitate to ask for it. I
do know for a fact that no one is perfect.

Well, enough of fussing. Hopefully I will hear from all of
you real soon.

In Service to La Societe

Bob Spruill, Jr.
Bowlingbob04@yahoo.com; (904) 859-8764
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VAVS Directeur
Mary and I really enjoyed the Suncoast Regional Wreck

at Venice, Fl. A great time was had by all, including our
PG’s. Sincere thanks to the Voyageurs and Dames working
the event. They really know how to put on a wreck and have
lots of fun at the same time. We hope to see you at the
Grand Picnic and Seminar and the Petite Promenade.

PTSD UPDATE 10: A groundbreaking study of 1,946
male veterans of World War II and Korea suggests that vets
with symptoms of post-traumatic stress disorder are at
greater risk of heart attacks as they age. The new study is the
first to document a link between PTSD symptoms and future
heart disease, and joins existing evidence that vets with
PTSD also have more autoimmune diseases such as arthritis
and psoriasis. A second study, funded by the Army, found
that soldiers returning from combat in Iraq with post-
traumatic stress disorder reported worse physical health,
more doctor visits and more missed workdays. The Army
study is based on a survey of 2,863 soldiers one year after
combat. Their study was funded by the National Institutes of
Health and the Department of Veterans Affairs. The Army
study appears in the American Journal of Psychiatry.
Medical authorities first accepted post-traumatic stress
disorder as a psychiatric condition in 1980 at the urging of
Vietnam veterans. In PTSD, the body's normal hormonal
response to stress becomes trigger-happy, scientists believe.
Long after traumatic events, people remain edgy, fearful and
prone to nightmares and flashbacks. The continual release of
adrenaline may wear down the cardiovascular system. The
Harvard and Boston University researchers analyzed data
from the Veterans Administration Normative Aging Study, a
long-term research project tracking Boston-area vets.

Health Insurance: Employer-provided health plans,
TRICARE, TRICARE for Life (TFL), and Medicare cover
medical bills related to treating sickness or injury. These
plans also pay for doctors, hospital stays, office visits, and
medical procedures. Medicare and TFL provide some
coverage for skilled nursing care, as long as the care is
deemed medically necessary following a three or more day
hospital stay, but do not cover any type of custodial or long
term care.

LTC Insurance: LTC concerns the need for assistance
when normal activities of life cannot be performed and help
is needed to function. Ailments under LTC typically are
prolonged or lifestyle changing. The focus is on maintenance
and or degenerative conditions. LTC insurance pays for
assistance in nursing homes, assisted living facilities, and
even in-home care. Specifically, LTC insurance pays for
custodial care when help is needed with eating, toileting,
dressing, bathing, transferring from bed to chair or the
reverse, incontinence issues, or have cognitive impairments.
Many people think of LTC insurance as nursing home care;
however, more people use LTC insurance for in-home care
or assisted living than for nursing homes. If you are VA-
eligible and need LTC, check with your VA representative to

see what options are available to you. Also, check with your
state's VA office for LTC options, since each state's coverage
differs. To locate your state's VA facility call 1-800-827-
1000.

VDBC UPDATE 20: Veterans won an important
victory this week when the Veterans Disability Benefits
Commission (VDBC) reversed itself on the issue of giving
both VA disability payments and full military retirement pay
to Chapter 61 and TERA retirees. At the July meeting of the
Commission they pointedly voted to not support both
benefits for those groups. Discussion among a number of the
commissioners after that vote made it apparent that many of
them did not understand the implications of their votes. In
the weeks since that meeting, veterans groups provided
information to the commission that led to the change this
week. The new language adopted by the Commission in a 12
to 1 vote is as follows: Congress should eliminate the ban on
concurrent receipt for all retirees and disability retirees.
Future priority should be given to Chapter 61 retirees with
less than 20 years and greater than 50% service-connected
disabled and all combat disabled Chapter 61’s. At last
month’s meeting the Commission decided to recommend
that both full Military Retired Pay and VA Disability Pay be
given immediately to all longevity retirees with VA
disabilities ratings (including those with 10%-40% ratings.)

VA HEADSTONES & MARKERS UPDATE: The
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a final rule
to amend VA regulations applicable to Government-
furnished headstones or markers for placement in a national,
State veterans, or private cemetery. The final rule specifies
that a veteran's spouse or surviving spouse, whose remains
are unavailable for burial, and who died after 11 NOV 98 is
eligible for a memorial headstone or marker for placement in
a national or State veteran’s cemetery. This final rule also
specifies that a veteran's dependent child, whose remains are
unavailable for burial, and who died after 22 DEC 06 is
eligible for a memorial headstone or marker for placement in
a national or State veterans cemetery. Lastly, this final rule
extends for 1 year the authority to provide a Government-
furnished headstone or marker for already marked graves of
eligible veterans whose deaths occurred on or after 11 SEP
01 for placement in private cemeteries. This final rule is
necessary to incorporate statutory amendments into VA
regulations. [Source: Federal Record 19 SEP 07 ++]

VA FLU SHOTS: Flu season will soon be here and
veterans, especially the elderly, are encouraged to get their
shots. Most VA Medical Centers are making preparations to
administer these shots at no charge to enrolled veterans. If in
doubt whether or not yours will be scheduling shots it is
recommended you contact them. Shots are at no charge to
enrolled veterans who would normally pay $20 to $30 if they
were to obtain them through local medical services.

Bob Jones
Rbjones6@bellsouth.net; 954-755-4498
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Youth Sports Directeur
Nationale
Youth Sports
Pins
for 2008
are now
available.

I hope to see many of you, especially current Locale
Officers, at the Grand Picnic & Seminar Nov. 2nd thru Nov.
4th, I will have ’08 Youth Sports Pins with me.

As you can see from the new ’08 YS Pin pictured above
the New “08 Youth Sports Pins have arrived! I have them in
my possession and will be glad to make arrangements with
Locale Youth Sports Chairmen to see to it that your Voitures
Local receives them. My contact information is listed below.
If your YS Chairman gets them from me in bulk (25+ per
order) you price will be $2.50 per pin (you sell for $3 and
make $.50 per Pin for your Locale. If purchased from me in
less quantities the will cost $3 per pin.

In addition to picking up the ’08 Pins at the Nationale
Promenade in Kansas City, Mo., there were some interesting
developments with the reimbursement program from the
Nationale Youth Sports Committee. The limits were raised
from $500 per Grand to $1000 with a new raised limit per
Voiture Locale from $100 to $200! I hope that more
Voitures Locale make an attempt to utilize these new limits
for the benefit of your Locale Youth Sports Program.

Last year several Voiture Locales attempted to use this
reimbursement program but unfortunately the applications
were sent in too late to be approved by Nationale. These
applications MUST be in my hands PRIOR to the FL Grand
Promenade in June! Otherwise I can’t get them to Nationale
in time for consideration by the Committee.

NO ATHLETE SHALL STAY AT HOME FROM LACK
OF FUNDS!

The Youth Sports Program was established in 1994. Through
this program, the 40/8 provides financial assistance in the
form of grants to individual athletes or teams who lack the
funds required to attend and participate in amateur sports
programs. This program encompasses all amateur sports
programs for all youths from 7 to 20 years of age.

http://www.geocities.com/bucket_bob12/Grand_du_FL_
YouthSports.html

Please visit the Youth Sports web site and let me know what
you think, any suggestion will be welcomed!

In Service to La Societe

Bob Richards
2006 Directeur Youth Sports

Bucket12@comcast.net or (904) 463-6051

Cheminot Nationale
Grande du Florida's in 20th place at 54.89% and needs 636
Voyageurs to make 100%. We have 6 Voitures at or over
100%, offset by 4 Voitures with "goose eggs" and 3 more
with only one renewal. Now is the time to press for
renewals, before the Christmas cash crunch hits. You can
download renewal forms and our 2007 Program
Expenditures here:
http://www.fortyandeight.org/download_forms.htm.

Pat Beamer
gpatbeamer@bellsouth.net

Ways & Means Directeur
Last year Ways and Means had a very successful raffle

which produced over $4,300.00 for Grand Du Florida.
The consensus of opinion is that we should 'play it again

Sam', so we will conduct the same raffle for 2007-2008. We
started selling tickets at the Grand Picnic in Winter Haven
last year and they will be available at that same event this
year.......the first weekend in November.

The format used is essentially a 50/50. Half the money
collected will be awarded in prizes with the maximum prize
being $1,000.00. We collected $8,800.00 last year which
meant we could have five (5) winners. We had four (4)
$1,000.00 winners and a $400.00 winner. Tickets are
$100.00 each with a one in twenty chance to make a 900 %
profit on your investment. Any gambler will tell you those
are really really good odds for a raffle.

Yes, that 1 in 20 odds is enticing in and of itself, but
that is not the purpose for having this raffle, as you know.
Grand needs monies to keep our Forty and Eight Programs
viable. We Voitures Locale need Grand to keep us
functioning as one body. With no Grand there would be no
Voitures Locale in the first place. Ways and Means is one
of Grand's main sources of income.

Please support this fund raiser. Bring it up at your
next Voiture Locale Promenade and have your Voiture buy a
ticket. Many of you Voyageurs, as well as Dames, are in a
position to participate also. This raffle is not limited to only
40/8 members either. All it takes is to tell people about the
raffle, the odds and the programs the funds will help
support.

Many people will appreciate the odds and that may be
all they need to hear. It just takes someone to tell them
about the raffle in the first place. I can only be in one
place...................I am going to need your help with this and I
will certainly appreciate it.

Please contact me to place ticket orders. I prefer E-
mail, but the others work as well.

Yours In Service,

John Walker
Walkerredorblack@cfl.rr.com

321-632-4573


